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minutes. Spores do not form in the animal body. Only when they are allowed contact with the air do they start to form. Spore formation might be likened to a hard-times period when the germs find it difficult to live. If a carcass is buried promptly, the spores are not likely to form. Anthrax is a sister disease to blackleg in two ways. The germs of both are able to form spores and the symptoms are somewhat alike, so much so that blackleg is often called symptomatic anthrax because of the similarity of symptoms. Both diseases are difficult to eradicate entirely on account of soil infection with the spores or seeds.
Symptoms of anthrax
The symptoms will not be a great help to the farmer. This is a disease for the expert. Even then it may be overlooked unless there is some warning of its previous existence on the farm. The first warning often comes with the discovery of an animal dead on pasture. Sick animals have a high temperature and may show fever, chills, and rapid breathing. Sometimes an owner will say that the herd was apparently all right the night before and in the morning a cow was found dead. The dead animal may show a bloody discharge from the nose or rectum. In the animal approaching death, blood may be noticed in the urine. This symptom gives rise to the term redwater. Swellings may be seen about the head and neck. One should never open an animal suspected of having anthrax. It is very dangerous and should be left to the state authorities. A postmortem examination will show extensive hemorrhages throughout the carcass. If anthrax has been found in the neighborhood before the present losses, it would be well to notify the local veterinarian so that proper control measures may be put into action. It will usually be necessary to differentiate this disease from blackleg. It is well to keep in mind that blackleg affects young animals most. Anthrax affects animals of all ages. The blackleg swelling usually found in the region of the shoulder or thigh will